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I. Basis of the report- 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70, 17)): 



Description, Pages 
1-10 



as originally filed 



Claims, Numbers 
1-28 



received on 27.07.2004 with letter of 27.07.2004 



Drawings, Sheets 

1/4-4>4 



as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless othenwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or fumished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the International application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 65.2 andA)r 56.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the intemational application, the 
intemational preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ fumished subsequently to this Authority In written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority In computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently fumished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the Information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been fumished. 



4. The amendments have resulted In the cancellation of: 

□ the description, 

□ the claims, 

□ the drawings. 



pages: 

Nos.: 

sheets: 
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5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since thev have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). ^ 

mpiiiT^^^^"^^"^ ^^^^^ cof7fa//7/>?flf such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial applicabilitv- 
citations and explanations supporting such statement "^iriai appiicaDiiiiy, 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 



1-28 



1-28 



1-28 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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1 . Novelty 

D1 discloses a floor covering, which can be in the form of a tile comprising a 
textile surface and an elastomer backing including elastomer granules (crumbs) 
and binder. Voids are present between the elastomer granules (see claims 1-3 
and page 7, last paragraph). 

D2 relates to a floor covering (also as a tile) having a textile surface layer and a 
backing comprising rubber particles (crumbs) and a binder. This backing has also 
voids (see claims 1-3, 5 and 9; page 5, lines 1-16; page 5, lines 55-61; figure 5; 
page 5, line 122 - page 6, line 8). 

D3 refers to a rug underlay comprising a textile surface and a backing of rubber 
particles and a binder. Voids are also present in the backing (see claims 1 and 6; 
figure 3; example 2). 

D4 discloses a carpet tile having a textile surface layer and a backing comprising 
rubber chips and a PU binder. This backing has voids (see abstract). 

D5 relates to an artificial lawn of definite size comprising a textile surface layer 
and a backing composed of rubber chips and a PU binder. Gaps are present in 
the backing between the bonded chips (see abstract). 

US-A-51 70526 (hereinafter D6) relates to a mat having a pile fibre upper surface 
and a solid rubber or rubber-like backing, which extends beyond the periphery of 
the textile surface forming a border portion around the whole mat (see figures and 
column 1 , lines 46-54). 

These documents however do not disclose a mat as claimed. Therefore claims 1- 
28 are novel and meet the requirements of Article 33(2) PCT. 

2. Inventive Step 

2.1 D6 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter of claim 1 The 
subject-matter of claim 1 therefore differs from this known D6 in that the backing 
employed includes elastomer crumbs, binder and voids between the crumbs and 
has a density of 0.5 - 0.9 g/cm®. 
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2.2 The problem addressed by the present application is to provide a mat produced at 
low cost and having good tear resistance, and therefore providing an unsupported 
rubber crumb border which is able to withstand the stresses experienced during 
normal usage. 

The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 of the present application is 
considered as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) because there are no 
indications in D6 that would suggest to replace the backing therein employed by 
the crumb backing now claimed to solve the problem posed. 

2.3 Claims 2-28 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the requirements of 
the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 

3. Present claims 1-28 comply with the requirements of Article 33(4) PCT (Industrial 
applicability). 
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